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"The feeling here is gaining ground, that,
although it is essential to defend the line we
hold, troops over and above what is necessary
for that service could be better employed else-
where ... what are the views of your Staff ?..."
The Commander-in-Chief sent a long reply
to the general effect that as France was the
main theatre of war all our resources in men
and guns should be turned in that direction;
he was opposed to diversions of any kind
On January 2 the British Ambassador at
Petrograd telegraphed that the Russians, being
hard pressed by the Turks in the Caucasus,
begged for a, demonstration against Turkey in
some other direction. This gave Mr. Churchill
an opening to bring forward his favourite
scheme.
"Demonstration" seems to have been the
fatal word which lured Kitchener into the first
stage of agreement. A " demonstration " would
not interfere with the main theatre of war in
France and would not commit us to anything.
But this was as far as he intended to go. He
wrote to Churchill:
" I do not see that we can dp anything that
will seriously help the Russians in the Caucasus.
The Turks have evidently withdrawn most of
their troops from Adrianople and are using
them to reinforce their forces against Russia,
probably sending them across the Black Sea.
We have no troops to land anywhere. The
only place where a demonstration might have
some effect in stopping reinforcements going